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which, yet unexplored, lay as was supposed, in the Spanish
half-sphere. There is good reason to believe1 that the pro-
gramme also included a search for Peru by sea from the south.
Although Pedrarias had established his government at Panama
City in 1519, and two or three attempts had been made from
that vantage point to discover from the north that land of whose
wealth and wonders such strong rumours had reached the
Spanish colonists, the obstacles offered by baffling winds and
currents at sea, and by dense tropical vegetation on land, had
not yet been surmounted in 1526. To the general body of sub-
scribers to the voyage from Spain, however, including the
foreign merchants resident in Seville, its main objective was
the repetition of the success of the Victoria, which had brought
home a most valuable cargo of cloves in 1522 in addition to
encompassing the globe.
Sebastian Cabot was chosen (not without some opposition)
as Grand Pilot and Admiral of the Fleet, and Roger Barlow
sailed on the flag-ship as one of the super-cargoes. He appears
also to have acted as assistant to Hernando Calderon, a Spanish
gentleman of high standing, who held the office of Treasurer
of the expedition, and it is quite probable that the real reason
for his joining the ship was known to Cabot, who was as ready
to promote an English, or indeed a Venetian, project of dis-
covery as a Spanish one, provided that he found the enterprise
profitable to himself. The English pilot chosen to accompany
Barlow, in order that he should make himself expert in the
navigation of the Pacific, was Henry Latimer, of whom nothing
else is known, and whether he travelled as a supernumerary
or as a member of the ship's company does not appear. There
is evidence, however, that lie was held in respect and esteem
by the Spaniards as a capable pilot.
The time was when men of all classes were eager to take part
in expeditions of discovery, hazardous and painful though these
necessarily were, since it was certain that vast regions, possibly
of fabulous wealth, still awaited their unveiling. Consequently
1 Idem, pp. 188-190.